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With their spectacular 
performances at both the 
ASME Human Powered Ve-
hicle East and West Chal-
lenges, the Rose-Hulman 
Human Powered Vehicle 
Team earned the unofficial 
title of “national champi-
ons” for the fourth time. Af-
ter their surprise first-place 
victory at the West com-
petition at San Jose State 
University in California 
three weeks ago, the team 
returned to the racetrack 
last weekend to dominate 
the East competition at Fer-
ris State University in Big 
Rapids, Michigan, and so-
lidify their spot at the top. 
Juniors Drew Robertson, 
Patrick Woolfenden, Har-
rison Coons, Travis Tat-
lock, Crystal Hurtle, Simon 
Burns, and Matt Skorina; 
Sophomores Ben Griffith, 
Melissa Murray, Garrett 
Meyer, Louis Vaught, and 
Luke Brokl; Freshmen Ele-
na Chong, senior Homa 
Hariri, graduate student 
Jeff Dovalovsky, and their 
faculty adviser Dr. Michael 
Moorhead all contributed 
to the team’s success.
At 3 a.m. on Friday, April 
12, Dr. Moorhead and the 
gang left Rose-Hulman to 
fly cross-country for the 
West competition, which 
almost didn’t even happen. 
NASA Ames’ Moffett Field, 
the complex that was sup-
posed to host the event, 
had to withdraw their sup-
port and funding due to 
budget cuts from the federal 
government’s sequester. 
Thankfully, the competition 
was relocated just in time.
“It took some serious 
scrambling on the part of 
the organizing commit-
tee, of which I am a mem-
ber, to locate a suitable 
replacement,” Dr. Moor-
head said. “Typically, these 
events take a year to organ-
ize.  We had four weeks.”
However, the newly-se-
cured velodrome, an arena 
for track cycling, was not 
available Saturday morning 
when the competition was 
originally planned to start. 
The beginning of the com-
petition was moved to 5 p.m. 
Friday evening, which meant 
at least an 18-hour day for 
Rose’s team. In addition to 
that, nobody even knew how 
to drive on a velodrome track, 
which led to many stumbles 
for teams across the board.
Continued on page 3






Attend this talk and gain more 
knowledge about the STEM fields.
Hatfield/GM room, May 10, 7 p.m.
Magic Tournament
Come relax and have some fun at this 
magic tournament and board game.
O-257/O-259 , May 10, 6 p.m.
MGOLF hosts HCAC Tourn. 
May 4 - 11 p.m.
MGOLF hosts HCAC Tourn.
May 5 - 9 a.m.
BASE vs Wabash 
May 6 - 6 p.m.
sports
Rock Out For Ryland!
Come participate and help support the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation
SRC, May 4, 3 p.m.






and field capture 
sixth straight 
HCAC title. Page 7
Registration grief 
setting in? Page 6
Stay healthy and 
safe with some run-
ning tips. Page 5
Courtesy of Dr. Moorhead









Over the last two weeks, 
the student body at Rose-
Hulman had the opportunity 
to enjoy the musical dramatic 
comedy “Chicago” in Hadley 
Hall. The performance was 
put on through the talent and 
efforts of the Rose-Hulman 
Drama Club. The curtain 
rose on the first show on Fri-
day, April 19 and closed on 
the last on Saturday, April 
27 with performances on all 
three evenings of the week-
end and also on Thursday.
 The cast of the show 
included about 50 students 
showcasing their talents 
alongside those of the or-
chestra, stage crew, and 
lights crew to put together 
the show. The overall perfor-
mance was able to enthrall 
viewers not only from the 
Rose-Hulman campus com-
munity but also parents who 
were visiting during one of the 
annual family weekends.
  The main character of 
the story—Roxie Hart—was 
played by Emily Yedinak. The 
dramatic story takes off after 
Hart kills her lover, played 
by David Eddy, for walking 
out on her and is imprisoned 
with fellow accused mur-
deress Velma Kelley, who is 
portrayed by Kendra Moore. 
Hart steals the spotlight from 
Kelley and quickly causes 
strife on the cell block. From 
there several entertaining 
plot developments continued 
the story through two acts.
 Also noticeable 
on the stage were Matron 
“Mama” Morton, who was 
rendered by Melissa Mont-
gomery, groups of singers 
and dancers in various cos-
tumes ranging from red and 
sequined tops to all black jail 
inmate costumes to white 
dresses and matching fans, 
a host of other unique and 
vibrant individual charac-
ters, the orchestra with its 
enthusiastic conductor, who 
doubled as a narrator dur-
ing some portions of the per-
formance, and the physical 
stage sets. During the per-
formance, portions of the set 
could emerge from behind 
sliding doors while the or-
chestra played from a visible 
perch above the main stage 
and while two sets of stairs 
flanking either side of those 
sliding doors occasionally 
housed singers or other 
characters in the plot.
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Obama Administration Moves to Defend Age Re-
strictions on Morning-After Pill
Following a New York District Court judge’s order to make 
the morning-after pill available to women of all ages without 
a prescription and the subsequent appeal filed by the Justice 
Apartment to block this order, the Obama Administration 
has moved to block the sale of the morning-after pill to girls 
younger than fifteen. President Obama has previously stated 
himself to be in favor of age restrictions, citing his two young 
daughters as one of his primary reasons. Advocates of the pill 
being available to all ages argue that the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) had previously authorized its sale with-
out any age restrictions, having found no adverse health ef-
fects of the pill which would prevent it being safely taken by a 
younger woman.  Yet the F.D.A.’s movement was stopped by 
Kathleen Sebelius, the secretary of health and human servic-
es, who, in an unprecedented motion, blocked the sale of the 
drug, feeling that the claim lacked sufficient evidence. While 
Ms. Sebelius blocked this motion in 2011, the judge’s order 
has once more brought this controversy to the political fore-
front. While the Justice Department’s appeal rages on, the 
judge’s order has been put on pause until the legality of such 
a ruling is determined.
Crackdown on Military License Plates in China
For years, a military license plate in China has given the 
driver of a vehicle significant immunity to the rules of the 
road that other drivers must live by. Abuses include running 
red lights, using emergency lanes, and speeding. To make 
matters worse, the police are hesitant to pull over vehicles 
with military plates, and they can also frequently avoid pay-
ing fees and tolls. These kinds of privileges create a black 
market for military plates, where real plates can go for almost 
$50,000 and fake ones retail for around $100. Fed up with 
military plates procuring their bearers these sorts of privileg-
es, Chinese citizens have been posting pictures of the vehicles 
online, inspiring resentment against the military. In order to 
combat these negative feelings, the military has issued new 
plates, and largely excluded luxury cars from receiving them. 
The Chinese government hopes that these new plates will 
help reduce the liberties taken by those with military plates, 
and ensure that the recipients of the plates are deserving 
members of the armed forces.
Remains Unearthed at Site of Jamestown Colony 
Bear Signs of Cannibalism
The remains of a 14-year-old girl dating back to the early 
17th century were unearthed in a refuse pit near the site of 
the Jamestown colony in Virginia. The body bears the first 
physical evidence which corroborates written accounts that 
the colonists of Jamestown resorted to cannibalism to sur-
vive during the famine of the winter  of 1609. The skull bears 
the markings of four distinct strikes to the back of her head, 
one of which split it open. These markings and others like 
them on the rest of her skeleton make it seem likely that her 
flesh and brain were removed, presumably for consumption. 
However, scientists believe that the girl was already dead be-
fore her fellow colonists resorted to this kind of barbarism, in 
part because the isotopes in her skeleton indicated the kind 
of protein-rich diet which was common only to wealthier folk 
of the time. The grisly situation was remedied in May of 1610 
when settlers who had been marooned in Bermuda for the 
winter arrived, saving the lives of the Jamestown settlers, 
though too late to prevent the desecration of this young girl’s 
remains.
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Families traveled all the way to Ferris State University to give support to the team.
Courtersy of Dr. Moorhead
HPVT from page 1




“Steeply-banked walls presented a big unknown 
for the event.  Crashes and tumbles were the theme 
of the evening,” Dr. Moorhead said. “One of Santa 
Clara’s female riders tipped over at one point and 
slid from the top of the track to the bottom. You 
just knew there was skin-on-concrete somewhere 
in there.”
Rose-Hulman persevered. That night, Robertson 
and Hurtle won first place in the male and female 
sprint events, respectively, with Robertson reaching 
a top speed of 38.5 mph. Rose was still neck-and-
neck with Missouri  University of Science and Tech-
nology going into Saturday, though. The next day 
brought about the design and innovation events in 
which Rose-Hulman submitted an anti-lock brak-
ing system designed by Skorina for their vehicle’s 
back wheel.
“We knew that the judges would either love it or 
hate it. It was a big gamble, and it hadn’t been given 
a great deal of testing,” Dr. Moorhead said.
To the team’s relief, “it worked flawlessly.” Their 
ABS earned first place for the innovation event, 
along with third place for their design report. How-
ever, the judges didn’t announce these scores until 
the middle of the two and one-half hour long en-
durance race, which was causing trouble for the 
team. After crashes, mechanical difficulties, lost 
laps against the competition, and hardware swap-
ping Rose scraped by with 49 laps completed, much 
lower than California State University, Chico’s 62 
laps. Out of 22 teams, Rose was 12th in the race – 
“certainly nothing we were happy about,” Dr. Moor-
head said.
“Running the numbers in our heads, we were 
pretty certain we had lost first place overall,” he said. 
“It looked like it was going to go to Colorado State, 
but we hadn’t been counting their laps from the be-
ginning.”
When the awards ceremony rolled around, the 
team expected to pick up second place. They were 
astonished when they heard they had won first, the 
ninth time in six years. 
“We all looked at each other in confusion and dis-
belief,” Dr. Moorhead said.
But the story wasn’t over. Fast forward two weeks 
to last Saturday at the East competition in Big 
Rapids, Michigan, where Rose-Hulman – now the 
big dog – was “the team to beat,” according to Dr. 
Moorhead.
“Dr. Brad Burchett, who had volunteered to drive 
one of our minivans, said that our team was treated 
like ‘rock stars’ by the other teams,” he said. “In fact, 
the local news footage of the event almost exclusive-
ly featured Rose-Hulman. I’m sure that’s not what 
the host school, Ferris State University, had in mind 
when they invited them to cover the event.”
After earning a number one seed, Hurtle handily 
won the females’ speed event, a double-elimination 
drag race tournament. She even beat University 
of Missouri–Kansas City by a mile in the finals. 
Woolfenden, who also earned top seed, Robertson, 
and Skorina took turns to crush the males’ races. 
Robertson beat Missouri S&T by inches in the finals, 
and Woolfenden put them down again when they 
returned exhausted from the loser’s bracket. 
“Pat made the final race against their backup rid-
er look like a preliminary round, crossing the finish 
line with a lead of several bike lengths,” Dr. Moor-
head said. “The judges later informed Pat that they 
had used a radar gun to clock his speed at 40 mph 
at the finish.”
To the other schools, it was obvious that Rose had 
come to defend their reputation in full force. This 
only became clearer as the team took first place in 
the design event and the top spot in the innovation 
event with the anti-lock braking system again. Ac-
cording to Dr. Moorhead, someone in the crowd 
said, “Man…  Rose-Hulman gets to go first?  Why 
should we even bother presenting after that?”
Although the competition had been going 
smoothly for Rose, the endurance race once again 
posed a challenge. Among several other obstacles, 
the course featured a deep slalom that proved 
troublesome for Hurtle, who received an im-
proper ruling that cost her valuable time from a 
race marshal. After that section of the course, she 
sped through the speed section and traded off to 
Skorina, Woolfenden, and Robertson to finish the 
race. In the end, Rose took fifth place with 27 laps 
completed. According to Dr. Moorhead, “A few 
more seconds would have given (Robertson) the 
opportunity to complete one more lap and surely 
take third place.”
The awards ceremony was a familiar scene, with 
Rose winning first place overall again. The judges 
also issued a 30-second bonus for the improper 
call during the endurance race, which bumped 
Rose up to third place for that event. With this vic-
tory, Rose’s HPVT had won their 10th first place 
overall award since 2008 and could claim the title 
of “national champions” for the fourth time, “mak-
ing them arguably the most successful engineering 
student competition project team out there,” Dr. 
Moorhead said.
He also pointed out the goodwill of Hariri, who 
volunteered to ride for City College of New York, 
who didn’t have a female rider, and taped Styro-
foam to her shoes to reach their vehicle’s peddles. 
Not only was she a crowd favorite, but her act re-
flected Rose’s spirit and sportsmanship that set a 
standard even higher than that set by their out-
standing performances.
“This is the very reason why the other teams love 
us, despite our dominance,” Dr. Moorhead said. 
“Otherwise, we would surely be the New York Yan-










Shakespeare probably never 
expected Titans to ever appear 
and begin decimating human-
ity by eating the populace in 
his time period. This strange, 
yet enthralling storyline is the 
heart of this new anime. Only 
out since April 7th, this has 
an edgy take on anime that 
hasn’t been touched since 
Hellsing Ultimate.
In an alternate world that is 
Medieval-esque, Eren Jaeger 
starts as a young boy within 
the walls of the only speck of 
civilization left. The Titans, 
gigantic human-devouring 
humanoids, appeared and 
began eating all humans on 
sight. For the past one hun-
dred years, humanity has 
been hiding behind a set of 
three concentric walls roughly 
fifty meters high. This keeps 
the large creatures at bay, 
allowing peace to occur for 
humanity in their isolation. 
However, everything changes 
when two exceptionally large 
Titans appear in a flash of 
what seems to be lightning, 
which rocks the city.
The first Titan knocks down 
the wall, allowing Titans to 
pillage and destroy the towns 
behind the first wall. The mas-
sacre starts with Eren’s town. 
After watching his mother 
brutally killed and eaten by 
a Titan, he swears vengeance 
upon the Titans 
to kill them all. 
Skip ahead some 
years and he 
finishes train-
ing as a soldier 
with his friends. 
This brings him 
one step closer 
to fighting the 
creatures that 
threaten to wipe 
humanity off the 
face of the earth. 
Using a rocket 
cable system, the 
engineering of 
which I have yet 
to understand or 
even grasp being 
capable within 
that era much 
less modern day, 
they use the ca-
bles to reach the 
height of the Ti-
tans they face.
Although no in-
formation has been gathered 
on the Titans, Eren plans on 
not only learning their mo-
tives, but slaughtering every 
last one so that humanity will 
no longer be livestock for gi-
gantic marauding murderers. 
He has connections to the Ti-
tans in that he can summon a 
Titan body he can control. He 
emerges from the nape of the 
neck when finished, the one 
weak point attacked by sol-
diers using his rocket cable 
system.
This anime requires many 
assumptions to be taken at 
face value. How Middle Age 
technology produces systems 
we have yet to create boggles 
the mind, not to mention the 
sudden apprearance of Titans, 
along with the summoning of 
Eren’s own Titan body. This 
might be an instant turn off 
for many more reality-based 
minds; however, with a little 
bit of acceptance, this might 
be an anime worth the time 
spent watching. Sometimes 
new ideas can bring along the 
best of inventions. “Attack on 
Titan” might be one of those 
inventions in the world of an-
ime.
Rating: 3.5/5 elephants





When we think about men, real men, we like 
to imagine macho men. Guys who carry guns 
larger than their bodies, able to take more 
steel than a milling machine, and measuring 
their machoness by their chest hairs. These 
are the guys we like to see blowing up build-
ings on screen, tearing the heads 
off monsters in ancient Greece, 
and fighting the impossible fight 
against hordes of enemies.
But have you ever thought of 
how hard it must be for these 
guys to live in real life? Fortu-
nately, talented artist Coelasquid 
has started to answer this all im-
portant question in the most cel-
ebrated form of solo art: comics.
“Manly Guys Doing Manly 
Things,” is an online comic by 
Coelasquid, as stated. The premise is simple: 
take all of the most macho and manly men 
from all genres of entertainment and see how 
they really would integrate into society. As 
most would expect, these usually end with ut-
terly hilarious consequences.
Kratos just killed the last Greek God? Time 
to get a job at the IT department. The Big 
Daddy was rescued from Rapture? Better get 
a job at a nursery. While most of these are ob-
viously set up for failure, the method by which 
the art is drawn and dialogue is written makes 
even the most predictable of endings utterly 
hilarious to read, often requiring a break from 
web surfing just to catch your breath.
This comic, however, does more than just 
celebrate the macho men; it also brings up 
some very valid reasons why the androgynous 
heroes out there are so often made fun of. You 
know the guys who are built like toothpicks 
glued together but can still manage to throw 
buildings? Those guys are the butt of the joke 
in this comic in an utterly hilarious way. The 
best example of which I can find still remains 
“Inuyasha” talking to the main cast of “Manly 
Guys Doing Manly Things,” stating that he’s 
proud to have more views and fan art than all 
of them put together. Then he is asked wheth-
er he feels embarrassed about the number of 
pictures of him making out with his brother.
Obviously, like all comics, this isn’t for eve-
ryone. If you like games like “Final Fantasy” 
or most other JRPG’s, you’re probably going 
to have a bad time here. However, if you want 
a good life, complete with references to make 
“Borderlands,” then raise an eyebrow. You’re 
going to find something you enjoy here.
Rating: 4/5 Elephants
”Have you ever thought about how hard it must be for these guys to live in real life?
“Shingeki no Kyojin: Attack on Titan”
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 guest writer
I began running competi-
tively when I was six years 
old, did track and cross 
country in high school, and 
this fall ran the Terre Haute 
Blue’s At the Crossroads Half 
Marathon. If you are like me, 
by this time of year you’ve 
laced up your running shoes 
and headed out the door for 
more than a few runs. Some 
of you may be novice run-
ners while others may be 
marathoners, but it is always 
a good idea to brush up on 
Running Safety 101 before 
heading out the door. I have 
found over my years of run-
ning that there are nine good 
safety tips to run by:
1. Know the Area: You 
should know the area you run 
and feel safe in that area, or 
go back to an area in which 
you feel safe. Always know 
your route, or you’ll end up 
taking a longer run than you 
planned (or even get lost). 
Avoid unpopulated areas, ar-
eas with poor lighting, busy 
traffic areas, etc.
2. Be Alert and Aware: 
Know what is going on 
around you. If you don’t hear 
a car coming or see another 
runner, you could end up in 
an accident.
3. Run Against Traffic: 
This is the smartest way to 
run on the road. If you don’t, 
you might 
end up as 
road kill. 
It enables 
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ple may not see you, so be on 
the lookout for them.
5. No iPods: Or other 
distractions. Refer to Safety 
Tip #2: Be alert and aware. If 
you are on a treadmill, then 
an iPod is okay, but definitely 
not on the road, where you 
should be watching out for 
vehicles and other pedestri-
ans.
6. Wear Reflective Ma-
terial: Especially if you are 
running at dawn, dusk, or 
night. It helps you stand out 
so others can see you. Plus, 
you can find it in fun, bold 
colors.
7. Run with a Friend: 
Running with a friend can 
motivate you and provide 
safety in numbers. Try run-
ning with your dog if all your 
friends are too busy, but nev-
er run at night alone.
8. Take Some Form 
of ID: Running enthusiasts 
should take some form of ID 
with them on runs. It’s easy 
to get a RoadID, just check it 
out online. Include your full 
name, your home address, an 
emergency contact, any al-
lergies, and your 
blood type. 
9. Tell Someone 
Your Route: Or 
leave a note. This 
way, if you don’t 
show up in a rea-
sonable amount 
of time, someone 
can go looking for 
you. 
If you are look-




ning in general, 
check out the 
Road Runners’ 
Club of America 
online. Here at 
dear ol’ Rose 
I have found 
that the Herit-
age Trail, Haw-
thorne Park, the 
SRC, the William 
Welch Outdoor 
Track on campus, Deming 
Park, and the roads around 
campus (minus Wabash 
Ave.) are all great places to 
go running. So get out there, 
join all those people popu-
lating Heritage Trail every 
afternoon, and run safely.





Desserts are the best. One of my favorite desserts is 
chocolate cheesecake. It is delightfully creamy, excep-
tionally rich, and reasonably easy to make. The tradition-
al way to make cheesecake is to make it in a spring form 
pan, however for those who are not pampered chefs, you 
can just cook your cheesecake in two pie pans. 
Ingredients
1 ¼  crushed graham crackers
3 tablespoons butter, softened
1 ¼ cups sugar
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
2 tablespoons flour
3 packages (8 oz. each) cream cheese, softened
1 container (8 oz.) sour cream
½ cup Hershey’s Cocoa
3 eggs
Preheat your oven to 350 degrees. Then mix your gra-
ham crackers and butter and press mixture down into 
your spring form or pie pan. Beat the cream cheese and 
sugar in a large bowl until fluffy. Add the vanilla and 
sour cream and mix until consistent. Put in the cocoa 
and the flour and mix on low to avoid a large mess.  Add 
the eggs and mix well. Pour batter into your pan(s) and 
put in the oven.
Cheesecakes can be a little tricky when it comes to bak-
ing them. To start out, bake for 50 minutes, but before 
you take the cheesecake out, make sure that the center 
does not look wet. If it looks wet, then it is not done and 
should be put in for five to ten minute increments until 
only the very center looks different than the rest. Take 
out your cheesecake, set it on a wire rack or pot hold-
er, and then take a metal knife, and gently loosen the 
cake from the side of the pan. Cool completely and then 
refrigerate for four to six hours. Do not worry if your 
cheesecake splits as this is very common. Enjoy!










I have been reminiscing 
a lot lately about the stu-
dents who will be gradu-
ating in three weeks from 
Rose-Hulman. I sat down 
with a list of the graduat-
ing seniors tonight, and 
I’d like to share some 
of my fond memories of 
them, as well as some 
of their amazing accom-
plishments. I’ve only had 
the pleasure of getting to 
know about a quarter of 
the seniors through math 
and statistics courses, 
and so I will only write 
about those who I’ve 
taught (and vice versa!). 
Unfortunately, I don’t 
have enough space to give 
a “shout out” to every 
senior, but please know 
I will be celebrating your 
accomplishments as well 
on May 25.
Since I just saw the mu-
sical “Chicago” this past 
weekend, I will start with 
two amazing drama stu-
dents: Alex Cochrane 
and Kendra Moore. In 
their very busy academic 
schedules, they find the 
time to delight crowds 
with their amazing voic-
es and acting skills. It is 
a sheer pleasure watch-
ing them on stage. I also 
hold a special “statistics” 
space in my heart for 
Kendra, who once made 
me cookies shaped in the 
form of normal distribu-
tions! 
I love sports and the 
members of the Rose ath-
letic teams give it their 
all. I enjoyed watching 
Brianna Widmoyer 
play softball for the last 
several years. Her sharp 
and powerful throw from 
3rd to 1st is textbook 
and absolutely beauti-
ful to watch. Speaking of 
sports, the men’s basket-
ball team had an incred-
ible season, and I’ll miss 
seeing Nate Gissentan-
ner on the court next 
year. I know another 
professor who will equal-
ly miss Nate – Dr. Shib-
beru. No one can make 
“Shib” crack a smile like 
Nate can. Staying in the 
sports arena, we have a 
National Championship 
Winner for the high jump 
with Liz Evans. If you’ve 
never seen her jump, pull 
up a YouTube video of 
one of her meets – she 
is AWESOME. Somehow 
she also finds the time to 
be a double major in MA 
and EE while pursuing 
her dreams of reaching 
the Olympics. 
The three “stat” mus-
keteers of Devon Hard-
man, Ellen Snelling, 
and Katie Ross will be 
sorely missed in the halls 
of Crapo. They helped to 
breathe life back into our 
Actuarial Club and pass 
along their knowledge to 
incoming students inter-
ested in the field. They 
are hard workers and a 
dynamic team! Speaking 
of teams, Sam Harris 
was a member of a CS 
project team that helped 
to construct a beauti-
ful simulation of one of 
my statistics projects for 
class. Minitab statistical 
software is now advertis-
ing how the team’s “Peep 
Production Machines” 
simulation can be used in 
conjunction with Minit-
ab’s software for an in-
teractive lab. Next week 
I’ll present their work 
as part of a presenta-
tion at the World Qual-
ity Conference. Doug 
Van Hoy was part of a 
Six Sigma class team in 
the fall that moved a food 
waste project to fruition. 
That project is also be-
ing supported by Minitab 
in a case study available 
through their website. 
David Snapp and Ben 
Paras are two of my first 
online math students 
from last summer. Even 
after a hard day of work-
ing at their internships, 
they turned in exemplary 
problem write-ups in an 
online course. They were 
daring enough to try it, 
and they gave me con-
fidence to know online 
teaching can be a posi-
tive experience – though 
I missed seeing students’ 
faces. In fact, Ben sub-
mitted some of the best 
solutions I’d ever seen 
to some problems, and I 
don’t even know if I can 
pick him out on cam-
pus, since we have never 
met!
I told myself that I 
would end this article on 
13 students for the Class 
of 2013, but there are 
still SO many untold sto-
ries. Thanks for all of the 
great memories in the 
classroom as well – Jes-
se Sestito and his Jour-
ney rendition of “Don’t 
Stop Believing,” Kevin 
Vershay and his quick 
wit to catch me off guard, 
Mark Vitale and his up-
beat personality and best 
ever Unquality Friday 
item, ... I will miss the 
Class of 2013 – please 
come visit us again soon 
– we love to hear about 
your continued success-
es!
The other side of the desk: Congratulations class of 2013
Monday Morning Mourners
 staff writer
A football player with his cell phone in his 
pocket would slide into Speed Lake more easi-






M o n d a y 
morning. 
I skidded 
t h r o u g h 
the first 
two stag-
es of grief upon losing my dream quarter. First 
came denial—“that 22 looks like a 21 to me”—




c l i c k s ? ” 
Next up 
was bar-




trek to the registrar’s office.
I have rarely been comfortable in Room 
A218 at class registration time. Something 
about stepping up to its wide counter throt-
tles my throat and severs my certainty. It is 
not that I am intimidated by Jan or Beverly. I 
have received only courtesy and respect from 
them. Rather, my hesitation is the product of 
our clashing mindsets. The registrar’s office 
is dedicated to Rose students getting what 
they need fairly and quickly. When my ideal 
schedule is tarnished, I frequently do not 
think about my peers, equity, or constraints. 
I want these classes, I do not care about fair-
ness, and I deserve as much time as it takes!
The uneasiness I feel approaching the regis-
trar’s office comes from my tectonic shift in 
attitude. In the heat of registration time, I am 
strangely startled to realize that no one has 
wronged me, no one intends to, and I will get 
what I deserve. I am odd-
ly off-put by the fact that 
however much this class 
means to me, the exception 
I request is one of hundreds 
that the registrar must as-
sess. I wring my hair three 
times a year over too many 
people in too few classes. 
With 234 students register-
ing for ConApps next year as opposed to the 
155 this past one, I am surprised the regis-
trar’s office has any hair left.
I can go through the first three stages of grief 
in a single morning during class registration. 
I have the critical eye and helpful smile of 
the registrar’s office to thank for not slipping 
into the 
f o u r t h , 
d e p r e s -
sion. But no ME470 with Stienstra? That one 
will be a tough one to accept.







Why join the Rose Thorn?
You don’t know it yet, but you want to crack jokes. You want to 
draw comics. You want to know all of the latest events. You want to 
stand up for something. You want to give advice. You want to write.
Also, you want free pizza.
”Something about stepping up to its wide counter throttles my throat and severs my certainty www.blackandgold.com











of Technology won its sixth 
consecutive Heartland Col-
legiate Athletic Conference 
Men’s Outdoor Track and 
Field Championship at Man-
chester University on Sat-
urday. The men’s track and 
field squad becomes the first 
Rose-Hulman sports team in 
24 years to win six consecu-
tive conference titles.  The 
men’s track and field pro-
gram accomplished the feat 
from 1984-89. The women’s 
squad placed fifth overall at 
the championship.
In a strong overall per-
formance, the Fightin’ En-
gineer teams combined for 
nine first-place finishes, four 
runner-up marks and nine 
third-place finishes. On the 
men’s side, Rose-Hulman 
scored 202 points to outdis-
tance Franklin by 60 points. 
Defiance finished third with 
121 points, while Manches-
ter followed in fourth place. 
On the women’s side, Hano-
ver claimed the title with 179 
points.
Senior Jeremiah Edwards, 
junior Clay Becker, senior 
Travis Stallings and sopho-
more Jake Kelley secured the 
win in the 4-x-100 relay with 
a time of 43.09 seconds. The 
4-x-400 meter squad, con-
sisting of Stallings, Kelley, 
freshman Tyler Duffy, and 
Senior Tyler Hannan finished 
in a time of 3:19.30, which 
ranks fifth in school history. 
The Rose-Hulman men’s 
squad also had two indi-
vidual event winners. Han-
nan claimed the title in the 
400-meter dash with a time 
of 48.58. For the second-
straight year, senior Collin 
Crowson won the pole vault 
clearing 14’ 11 1/2”.
On the women’s side, the 
Fightin’ Engineers set two 
conference records among 
five event wins. Senior Creasy 
Clauser won the 400-meter 
dash with a league and school 
record time of 57.67 seconds. 
Adding two more victories 
was senior Liz Evans in the 
women’s high jump with a 
conference record of 5’ 10 ½” 
and in the long jump with a 
leap of 17’ 10 ¼”. 
Senior Tanya Colonna won 
the pole vault with a jump of 
11’ 1/4”. Clauser, Evans, sen-
ior Gloria Boxell and junior 
Erin Cox claimed the title in 
the 4-x-100 meter relay race 
in a school record time of 
49.59 seconds. The women’s 
4-x-400 me-
ter relay team 
of Boxell, Cox, 
Clauser and 
Evans also 
set the final 
school record 
of the day 













10”), senior Greg Larmore 
placed second in the discus 
throw (143’ 8”), and Stallings 
was second in the 400-meter 
hurdles (53.44 seconds).  The 
women’s squad featured run-
ner-up accolades for junior 
Ryann-Rebecca Montgomery 
in a time of 4:50.57 in the 
1,500 meter race.
Rose-Hulman combined 
for nine third-place perfor-
mances.  On Friday, Evans 
was third in the triple jump 
with a leap of 35’ 6 3/4”.  Sen-
ior Ryan Meyer completed 
the 3,000-meter steeplechase 
in 9:53.70.  Junior Andy Hun-
keler recorded a shot put toss 
of 46’ 2”, and Larmore tallied 
a hammer throw of 168’ 0”.
On Saturday, five more 
Fightin’ Engineers finished 
third in their events.  Sen-
ior Michael Dickerson ran a 
time of 15.67 seconds in the 
110-hurdles. Senior Andrew 
Daw recorded a javelin throw 
of 162’ 0” and senior Chris 
Good cleared 6’ 2” in the 
men’s high jump. Hannan ran 
the 200-meter dash in 22.23 
seconds, while Stallings com-
piled a time of 11.19 seconds 
in the 100-meter dash.
The Rose-Hulman Insti-
tute of Technology men’s 
and women’s track and field 
teams hit the road for the 
Billy Hayes Invitational at 
Indiana University on Friday 
night.
The largest contingent of 
Fightin’ Engineers to com-
pete in the Billy Hayes Invita-
tional in the last several sea-
sons will represent the squad 
on Friday.
After this weekend’s action, 
individuals from the Fightin’ 
Engineers will travel to the 




headed to HCAC 
Tournament
sports editor
The Rose-Hulman men’s ten-
nis team will make an appear-
ance at the HCAC Tournament 
in Indianapolis this weekend 
after clinching a spot with a win 
over Manchester University last 
Saturday. They would also add 
their ninth win in 11 matches 
with a 9 – 0 victory at Mount St. 
Joseph on Sunday. 
The Rose-Hulman duo of Ben 
Paras and Devon Fritz complet-
ed the season with a 15 – 2 re-
cord at No. 1 doubles. With one 
more win, the pair will tie Rose-
Hulman’s single-season win re-
cord. Entering the tournament 
on a hot streak, No. 4 and No.  5 
singles players Matthew Conrad 
and Eric Teeman have respec-
tively won nine of their last 10 
competitive matches. 
The squad finished the regular 
season with a 10 – 7 record and 
were 6 – 3 in the HCAC, conclud-
ing their 16th consecutive year 
with a winning record. As a No. 
4 seed in the conference tourna-
ment, the Engineers will face No. 
5 seed Hanover College at 9 am 
on Saturday. The Panthers will 
be looking for revenge, as the 
Engineers defeated Hanover by a 
score of 5 – 4 back on Mar. 23. 
The winner of that matchup 
will then have to contend with 
the No. 1 seed Earlham College 
in the second round of the six-
team, single elimination tourna-
ment. Earlham finished a perfect 
9 – 0 in conference matches to 
claim the top spot in the tour-
nament. The 
championship 
match is set 




will earn an 
automatic bid 





May 20 – 22. 
SIX IN A ROW: MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD DEFEND TITLE
Engineers travel to Indianapolis for this year’s 
HCAC Tournament.
heartlandconf.org

















“Forget the outside, this 
classroom has no windows. 
Your brain still needs to 
function for three more 
weeks” 
— Dr. Finn
Assuming it has been 
functioning the past sev-
en...
“I am going to shoot this 
beam at that guy... sorry to 
the wall!” 
— Dr. Granieri
And the next wall... and 
the next wall...
“Oh. They are pounding. 
Before they weren’t pound-




ment surgery must have 
been quite exciting.
“Hydrogen is the most 
promiscuous element... It’ll 
bond with anything!” 
— Dr. Grigg
Hear that guys!? We 
have a chance now!
Rose professors say 
crazy things. E-mail 
them to the Flipside 
rose-hulman.edu
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Man Musk
A new line of cologne
Secret Ingredients: 
Bear Piss & Motor Oil
Top “10” Ten
How to use your laptop












Maximus Decimus Willerscheidt 
Remember when Backstreet 
came back? The days were filled 
with Cartoon Network featur-
ing quality shows like “Cow and 
Chicken” and “Johnny Bravo?” 
The future seemed so bright 
while playing “Goldeneye” and 
“Mario Kart 64” for the first 
times. Meanwhile, your younger 
siblings were watching “Teletub-
bies” and dancing the Macare-
na. Your older sister went and 
saw “Titanic” 30 million times, 
but even that couldn’t compare 
with her obsession with cult 
– she used to be a Barbie Girl. 
Even so, 1997 was a good year. 
Your dad loved his palm pilot; 
your mother loved “Dharma and 
Greg.” But, you knew what par-
enting was all about; you had a 
Tamagotchi. However, 1997 was 
also a “Bitter Sweet Sympho-
ny.” Pierce Brosnan had to act 
because tomorrow never died. 
But, plane movies were either 
a forced one or a con. This was 
the year of “Batman and Robin” 
and Robin Williams with some 
sort of green goop. You’re not all 
by yourself though. We all lived 
through it together. We faced it 
like “Hercules” really. We got 
knocked down, but we got up 
again. We looked up to “Good 
-
ever.” Then again, “If It Makes 
You Happy” you could jump 
through a “Stargate” to find the 
“Fifth Element.” You could even 
spice it up if you weren’t too 
daft. I believed I could fly.
-Who sleeps with his shoes on?
A: a horse
-Why do fish live in saltwater?
A: because they’re allergic to 
(Dr.?)pepper
-What did Sheila say after cheer-
ing at the Kentucky Derby?
A: my voice is hoarse
-Why did the hockey player re-
fuse to play for dinner
A: Cause he was a cheap skate
-Why did cookie go to the doc-
tor
A: cause he was feeling crummy
-What animal has the best sense 
of time?
A: A watch dog
-How did the telephone propose 
to his girlfriend?
A: He gave her a ring
-Why couldn’t the dog get the 
apple?
A: cause he was barking up the 
wrong tree
Jokes From A Popsicle Stick
Courtesy of pennsoil.com and conradaskland.com
